Introduction:
This talk presents a new claim about sonority-driven stress: namely that there is no such phenomenon. This proposal contrasts with Kenstowicz (1997) and de Lacy (2002 et seq.)'s proposals that metrical structure can be sensitive to sonority. I will first show that Gujarati is central to the evidentiary claims that sonority-driven stress exists. I will then argue that Gujarati does not have sonority-driven stress -the head syllable is consistently the penult. Finally, I will present a theoretical proposal that explains why vowel reduction in unstressed syllables and sonority increase in stressed syllables is possible, but sonority-driven stress is not.
Conflicting Accounts:
Two types of stress patterns have been reported for Gujarati: penultimate stress (Turner 1921 , Master 1925 , Patel & Mody 1960 and sonority-driven stress (Cardona 1965 , Adenwala 1968 , de Lacy 2002 , Doctor 2004 . The sonority-driven stress descriptions generally agree that a syllable that contains the most sonorous vowel [a] always attracts stress, whereas the least sonorous vowel [ə] repels stress.
However, the descriptions are impressionistic -no acoustic or phonological evidence is provided. This study is the first to examine the acoustic realization of sonority-driven stress in Gujarati. I report the results of two experiments that aimed to determine whether stress is was no evidence of a duration, F0, or intensity difference between the schwas. In sum, vowel quality is the most robust cue for stress in Gujarati: stressed vowels are more peripheral while unstressed vowels are more central, as shown in Fig. 1 and 2 .
Implications:
Gujarati stress has been the subject of more descriptions than any other sonority-driven stress case, and is one of the very few cases where stress is sensitive to multiple sonority levels, and does not simply avoid schwa. Consequently, the disturbing implication is that if Gujarati does not have sonority-driven stress, perhaps none of the other cases do, either. This consequence then presents interesting challenges to OT's property of symmetric effects. For example, de Lacy (2002) argues that *HdFt≤{e,o} plays a crucial role in Gujarati stress (de Lacy 2002) since it is the foot head which requires high sonorous vowels. However, *HdFt/v cannot exist if there is no sonority-driven stress. Similarly, *non-HdFt/a cannot exist because it can be used to generate the Gujarati system. However, these constraints are necessary to account for stress-driven neutralization, deletion, and vowel reduction (de Lacy 2006:ch.7) . I further show that stringent constraint formulation cannot avoid this problem. Instead, I argue that there is necessarily fixed constraint ranking, with those that locate prosodic structure (e.g. ALIGN-Ft-L) universally outranking constraints that refer to a prosodic node and sonority level (e.g. *Hd Ft ≥ə). Cardona, George (1965) . A Gujarati reference grammar. Philadelphia: The University of Pennsylvania Press. 
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